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Why & How Should I Tell Others? 



Why? 

!  It is a commandment of Jesus: 

“Go” appears 1,512 times – 233 in New Testament and 
54 in Matthew alone 

“Go to the lost sheep…” 
“Go and tell…”  

“Go and invite all you meet…” 
We are called to be salt and light to our family, friends, 

community.  Matthew 5:13-16 



Why? 

And the last recorded words of Jesus in Matthew: 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you..” 

Matthew 28:18-20 



Why? 

!  We tell people because of our love for others 

Would we keep water we found in the desert away 
from others who are thirsty? 

What about the living water? 

!  When we hear good news, do we not want to 
tell others? 



Changing Attitudes 

!  The ARIS (American Religious Identification 
Survey) study reveals that the number of people 
that checked “none” to the question, “What is 
your basic religion, if any?” increased from 8% to 
15% across the US from 1990 to 2008.

!  In South Carolina, it has grown from 3% to 10%, 
tripling the number of people around us who claim 
no basic personal faith identity. 



Changing Attitudes 

!  The latest research shows that although 84% of 
young people say they personally know a Christian, a 
mere 15% think the lifestyle of those Christ followers 
is any different from the norm. 

!  In the book, UnChristian (by David Kinnaman), 
surveys show that young people think Christians are 
right wing, conservative, hate homosexuals, don’t 
“walk the talk” and are judgmental. 



Why is telling others a challenge? 

!  Who here is a “natural evangelist? 
!  Are all your friends Christians? 

!  Are we afraid of offending? 
!  Are we concerned about ramifications of sharing our 

faith at work? 
!  Do we even know how to start a conversation? 



Evangelism Basics 

!  Evangelism is most effective through the local 
church and lay people 

!  Evangelism is a process – New Testament examples 
of agriculture, building, journeying, childbirth 

!  Evangelism needs to involve the whole person – 
head, heart, conscience, will 

!  Types of evangelism – classical, works, power 
!  Evangelism is working with God through the power 

of the Holy Spirit 



How then can we share our faith? 

!  Come and see –  Use Alpha or other evangelistic 
programs,  church events,  bible studies 

!  Tell our own story 

!  Explain the gospel ourselves 



Come and See 

!  William Temple, former Archbishop of Canterbury 
writing about Andrew – “And he brought Simon to 
Jesus…”   Temple wrote: “The greatest service that one 
man can render another.” 

!  Peter  took many people to see Jesus.  Evangelism is 
friendship-based.  People will come because of a personal 
invitation. 

!  Albert McMakin 
!  Alpha in the Workplace 
!  God at Work 



M Y  H U S B A N D ’ S  A N D  M Y  F A I T H  B A C K G R O U N D  
D E A L I N G  W I T H  T R A G E D Y  
A  F R I E N D  R E A C H E S  O U T  

T R A N S F O R M A T I O N  
M O R E  T R A G E D Y  

H O W  I  C A M E  T O  A L P H A  

Tell Our Own Story – 
What is my story? 



Sharing our Faith – Start with Prayer 

!  Prayer was essential to Jesus in His ministry 
!  Did someone pray for you to come to faith? 
!  Have you prayed for friends,  family members, co-

workers to come to faith? 
!  Ask God to put people in your life for whom you 

should pray.  Ask for guidance in how to approach 
them and what to say. 



Faith in the Workplace 

!  Survey by WSJ – 50% of executives have 
dissatisfaction at work/80% in general workplace 
population are dissatisfied 

!  95% of Christians have never heard a sermon 
relating biblical principles to their work life. 

!  “I believe one of the next great moves of God is going 
to be through the believers in the workplace.”  Dr 
Billy Graham 



Faith in the Workplace 

!  Parable of the Talents:  Matthew 25:14  God wants us 
to be good stewards of all He has placed in our hands 

!  He has prepared specific work for us to do while we 
are on earth:  Ephesians 2:10 

!  One day God will ask us what we did with the gifts 
and talents he gave us.  

!  Our work is our ministry and our ministry is our 
work. 

!  We glorify Him by completing this work:  John 17:4 



What is Alpha? 

!  Started in London at Holy Trinity Brompton Church, 
as a course for new Christians, sharing the basics of 
the faith 

!  Evolved into an effective tool for evangelism – a 
series of weekly interactive discussions about the 
“questions of life” – 15 topics over 7-11 weeks 

!  Currently in 169 countries, translated into 112 
languages, used by 127 denominations, with over 24 
million people having taken Alpha globally 

!  In the US, in all 50 states, over 13,000 courses 



What is Alpha in the Workplace? 

!  The basic Alpha course but structured for a work 
environment. 

!  How do you start Alpha at your workplace?  Getting 
permission at work.  Organizing it. 

!  It’s easy to run and requires little or no financial 
investment!  “Evangelism in a box” 

!  Alpha in the Workplace provides you with an opportunity 
to be a more effective witness for Christ in your 
workplace while maintaining success and 
professionalism in your responsibilities to your business. 



Action Steps – Table Discussion 

!  What is one “take-away” from today’s presentation? 
!  For whom will you start praying? 
!  What one action step could you take in your 

workplace? 
!  When you will take this first action step? 



Final Thoughts 

!  The dying man 

!  When we tell people about Jesus, it is never “no use”.  
For the gospel “is the power of God for the salvation 
of everyone who believes”   Romans 1:16 

!  The starfish story  - make a difference! 

!  Questions?  


